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Rowdy Yates 

Senior Research Fellow 
Department of Applied Social Science, University of Stirling 

 
Rowdy Yates is a Senior Research Fellow (Scottish Addiction Studies) at the 
University of Stirling, Scotland.  He has extensive experience of the alcohol 

and drugs field having worked as a practitioner, service manager, trainer and 
researcher over more than 35 years. Prior to his current appointment he was 

Director of the Lifeline Project, one of the UK’s longest established drug 
treatment and advice services. He was the UK partner in the research 

initiative, Improving Psychiatric Treatment in Residential Programmes for 
Emerging Dependent Groups, the largest-ever European study of psychiatric 

co-morbidity amongst drug users presenting for treatment.  Subsequent 
research activity has included a study of drugs, alcohol and dyslexia and 

evaluations of both the pilot drug treatment and testing orders in Scotland and 
of the drug courts piloted in the light of those experiments. He is the Executive 

President of the European Working Group on Drugs Oriented Research 
(EWODOR) and Vice President (Teaching and Research) of the European 

Federation of Therapeutic Communities. In 1994 he was awarded the MBE for               
services to the prevention of drug misuse.  

Contact details: (01786 467737; e-mail:  p.r.yates@stir.ac.uk) 
 
 
 

Ricardo Fuertes Santini 
Psychologist 

SAPS, Red Cross, Barcelona, Spain 
 

Ricardo Fuertes Santini studied Psychology in Instituto Superior de Psicologia 
Aplicada (ISPA), Lisbon. He worked for 3 years for  the Portuguese St. John 
of God Psychiatry Services. In 2006 he started to work in SAPS- Red Cross, 
where he is one of the coordinators. He participates in the Legal and Political 

Debate Group of the International Network of Drug Consumption Rooms 
(INDCR). 

 
 
 

Elena Adán Ibañez 
Nurse 

SAPS, Red Cross, Barcelona, Spain 
 

Elena Adán Ibañez has completed a nursing degree from Universitat 
Internacional de Catalunya, Barcelona. For 3 years she worked in Primary 
Care and Eating Disorders. In 2006 she started to work in SAPS (Servei 

d'Atenció i Prevenció Sociosanitària)- Red Cross, where she manages the 
nursing Service. She participates in the Research Group of the International 

Network of Drug Consumption Rooms (INDCR). 



 
 

Maurizio Coletti 
Professor of Family Therapy 
President of ITACA Europe 

(European Association of Professionals Working in the Drug Field) 
 

Maurizio Coletti is a psychologist, researcher, trainer and consultant in the 
drugs field. He is current President of ITACA, the European Association of 
professionals working in the drug field, a former Co-ordinator of the Italian 
Action Plan on Drugs, Editor of Italy’s Itaca Journal, Cedis Edizioni and an 

appointed Member of the Board of  “Bollettino delle Dipendenze” for the Italian 
Ministry of Health. He has authored and/or edited 9 books published in Italian, 
Spanish and English. During the past 20 years he has participated extensively 

in conferences and meetings about drug related issues (prevention, 
treatment, evaluation, research); running  workshops and seminars in many 

European countries (Spain, Greece, Portugal, Belgium, Luxembourg,                       
Swizerland, Norway, Austria)  and  in the USA, Mexico and Argentina. His 

main interests are: drug addiction treatments, treatment of families of addicts, 
evaluation of treatment and prevention, training in the drug field. 

 
 
 

Roland Kowalewski 
 

Roland Kowalewski is Head of the Day Hospital and Rehabilitation Unit in the 
Division of Substance Use Disorders at the Psychiatric University Hospital, 
 Zürich, Switzerland. Previously he has managed a Crisis Intervention Unit 

and, Acute Admission and Dual Diagnosis Wards at “Burghölzli”. 
 
 
 

Maurits Verster 
Healthcare psychologist, behavioural therapist and psychotherapist. 

Project Manager, ACT. 
 

M.F. Verster, MSc. is a healthcare psychologist, behavioural therapist and 
psychotherapist. He is Project Manager for ACT and head of three teams in 

Amsterdam working respectively with (a) addiction and psychosis (b) 
addiction and personality disorders (c) women with dual diagnosis working in 
prostitution. He is also Programme Manager in a clinical unit for patients with 

a double diagnosis. 
 
 
 


